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the Sacred Memory of
the late
SJT. VITHALBHAI JHAVERBHAI PATEL

Who sacrificed his life at the altar
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HANDING OVER CHARGE

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Sri. Subash Chandra Bose—the out-going
and the in-coming Presidents snapped at Haripura.
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The Haripura Congress Souvenir is the recorded wisdom of the
Indian celebrities. A perusal of it will be a useful addition to the stock
of mental wealth.

In the short span of wur life it is not possible to gaze with the
scientist, explore with the industrialist, experiment with the statesman
and dream of martyrdom with the patriot. But onz can avail himself of
their carcer and the results of their labour. These are chronicled in the
pages of this Souvenir and its study will make a profitable reading.

This volume will be useful both for the savant and the enquiring
lay man. It is a fact that there is no such work in print. There are some
meagre ‘“Who’s Who’s” which make dull reading. There are expensive
biographies, which can never become popular, because their price is
prohibitive. This Souvenir meets the serious deficiency.

The leading features of the Souvenir are the development of the
Congrss Polity, the History of the Auxiliary Bodies of the Congress and
the Pen-Pictures. The portraits are the most valuable feature of the
book. A succint biography is given of all persons who have made our
motherland great.

Some might question the appropriateness of these biographical
sketches appearing in the Congress Souvenir. The reason is obvious.
Congress is Nation and Nation is Congress.

The pen-pictures of the Congress Ministers and Congress Legislators
claim the attention of the readers. As we go to press we hear the news
cf the resignation of the United Provinces and Bihar Cabinets. The
fate of the other Congress Ministries is yet undecided.

I will be failing in my duty if I do not express my sense of thanks
to Mr. G. Ramakrishna, the proprietor, Ramakrishna Bros., who made a
novel departure in taking up this general publication. I was ably assisted
in my work by Mr. K. A. Doraswamy, a journalist of rare abilities. I take
this opportunity to thank the persons who have contributed the thought-

provoking articles.
Y. G. KRISHNAMURTI.

Prafulla,
Deccan Gymkhana,
Poona.

15th February, 1937. =
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Publishers Note

We are bringing out the Haripura Congress Souvenir as a mark of our
devotion to the Congress. As far as our ken goes this is the first attempt

made to publish the pen-pictures of the myriad persons who have cease-
lessly worked for the welfare of our Motherland. \

We resolved to publish this Souvenir a month ago. The response given
by the various Congress Committees and particularly Mr. K. G. Gokhale,
Secretary, Bombay Parliamentary Board Office, was very encouraging.
As many Congressmen were very reluctant either to spare their photoes

or give information about their lives cur task became increasingly difficult.

Owing to the short time we were not able to include the life sketches
of many legislators, women celebrities, Congress workers and the newly
elected A.LC.C. members. To them we express our sincere regret. Further
we had to drop the chapter on the work of the Congress Ministries as many
important Bills are still under discussion. We hope to do full justice to all

these in our next publication.

We owe our sense of thanks to Messrs. D. K. Parker and Ratansey Jetha
of the New Jack Printing Works for having worked with unflagging zeal
to make this Souvenir an artistic achievement; Mr. Poonawalla of the
Commercial Engravers, Bombay, who executed our block work
with astonishing speed and high efficiency and Mr. H. R. Mehta of the
Swastik Advertisers for having secured the advertisements within the
shortest period.

RAMAKRISHNA BROS.
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February 1938.

tion throughout India. Swami Govindanand was
imprisoned and released cniv in 1922. Thus by
:’:e‘ vear 1915 the Congress had broken with the
r::cxj.erate elements and in its factics had accepted
The highest ideal of the
ion at the time was to obtsin “t

passive resisiance.

of India as a component part of a Federated Em-
in the full and free enjoyment of the rights

belonging to that status.”

The sprout had beccme a sturdy plant, and
in 1914 Mrs. Besant had declared that the Indian
problem had to be solved not on the basis of a
reward but on the basis of an inherent right.

HOME RULE ERA.

The demand for Home Rule spread through-
the iand and it acquired a religious and moral
significance under the leadership of Mrs. Besant.
Lord Pentland, Governor of Madras, interned Mrs.
Besant, G.S. Arundale and B.P. Wadia in June 1917
and the era of passive resistance began when the
provincial Governors spoke about the coming
reforms as of a minor character.

out

Hon. ANAND MOHAN BOSE
1898 (Madras)

“the recognition.

Q

CONGRESS SOUVENIR

Dr. RAMESH CHANDRA DUTT
1899 (Lucknow)

32)

Meanwhile, the Imperial War Conference was ;
attended by Maharaja of Bikaner and Lord Sinha, -

who tried to persuade Austin Chamberlain to
make a definite pronouncement upon the Indian
situation.  Gandhiji began his Satyagraha in
Champaranya to protect the indigo labourers and
this was the first case in India where civil dis-
obedience proved entirely successful.

Montague had declared that the British Gov- .

ernment had the object of “progressive realisation

of responsible Government in India as an integral

part of the British Empire.”

But the goal had to be achieved by successive |

stages.  The Congress presided over by Mrs.

Besant stood for complete self-government re-

sembling that of the Commonwealth and for pro- |

vinces on linguistic basis.

The Tri-colour Flag of the Home Rule League.',

became the National Flag. But the attitude of the
Government discouraged high hopes. In December

1917 the Rowlatt Committee had been appointed.

In 1918 Gandhiji began the Kaira Satyagraha and

educated the peasants in the art of civil disobe-
dience. In Ahmedabad there was a textile strike,
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